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My Habitat Rubric
Objectives:
2.1
The student conducts classroom and field investigations following home and school safety procedures.  The student is expected to:

A.
demonstrate safe practices during classroom and field investigations.

B.
learn how to use and conserve resources and dispose of materials.
2.2
The student develops abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry in the field and the classroom. The student is expected to:
A.
ask questions about organisms, objects, and events.

B.
plan and conduct simple descriptive investigations.

C.
compare results of investigations with what students and scientists know about the world.

D.
gather information using simple equipment and tools to extend the senses.

E.
construct reasonable explanations and draw conclusions using information and prior knowledge.

F.
communicate explanations about investigations.
2.3
The student knows that information and critical thinking are used in making decisions.  The student is expected to:
A.
make decisions using information.

B.
discuss and justify merits of decisions.
2.4 The student uses age-appropriate tools and models to verify that organisms and objects and parts of organisms and objects can be observed, described, and measured.  The student is expected to:

B. measure and compare organisms and objects and parts of organisms and 

objects, using standard and non-standard units.

2.5 The student knows that organisms, objects, and events have properties and patterns.  The student is expected to:

A.
classify and sequence organisms, objects, and events based on properties and patterns.


2.6 The student knows that systems have parts and are composed of organisms and objects.  The student is expected to:

C. observe and record the functions of plant parts.

D.  observe and record the functions of animal parts.

2.7 The student distinguishes between living and nonliving objects. The student is  

          expected to:

A. identify characteristics of living organisms.

B. identify characteristics of nonliving organisms.

2.9
The student knows that living organisms have basic needs.  The student is expected to:

A.
identify the external characteristics of different kinds of plants and animals that allow their needs to be met.
B.
compare and give examples of the ways living organisms depend on each other and on their environments.

Type of Habitat:
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	Scientific Knowledge
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	Explanations by all group members indicate a clear and accurate understanding of scientific principles underlying the construction and modifications. 
	Explanations by all group members indicate a relatively accurate understanding of scientific principles underlying the construction and modifications. 
	Explanations by most group members indicate relatively accurate understanding of scientific principles underlying the construction and modifications. 
	Explanations by several members of the group do not illustrate much understanding of scientific principles underlying the construction and modifications. 

	Function 
	Structure functions extraordinarily well, holding up under atypical stresses. 
	Structure functions well, holding up under typical stresses. 
	Structure functions pretty well, but deteriorates under typical stresses. 
	Fatal flaws in function with complete failure under typical stresses. 

	Data Collection 
	Data taken several times in a careful, reliable manner. 
	Data taken twice in a careful, reliable manner. 
	Data taken once in a careful, reliable manner. 
	Data not taken carefully OR not taken in a reliable manner. 

	Construction -Materials 
	Appropriate materials were selected and creatively modified in ways that made them even better. 
	Appropriate materials were selected and there was an attempt at creative modification to make them even better. 
	Appropriate materials were selected. 
	Inappropriate materials were selected and contributed to a product that performed poorly

	Plan 
	Plan is neat with clear measurements and labeling for all components. 
	Plan is neat with clear measurements and labeling for most components. 
	Plan provides clear measurements and labeling for most components. 
	Plan does not show measurements clearly or is otherwise inadequately labeled. 

	Construction - Care Taken 
	Great care taken in construction process so that the structure is neat, attractive and follows plans accurately. 
	Constuction was careful and accurate for the most part, but 1-2 details could have been refined for a more attractive product. 
	Construction accurately followed the plans, but 3-4 details could have been refined for a more attractive product. 
	Construction appears careless or haphazard. Many details need refinement for a strong or attractive product. 

	Journal/Log - Content 
	Journal provides a complete record of planning, construction, testing, modifications, reasons for modifications, and some reflection about the strategies used and the results. 
	Journal provides a complete record of planning, construction, testing, modifications, and reasons for modifications. 
	Journal provides quite a bit of detail about planning, construction, testing, modifications, and reasons for modifications. 
	Journal provides very little detail about several aspects of the planning, construction, and testing process
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